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I would like to extend my sincere
thanks to our members and supporters for
their continued loyalty and understanding
of our mission.

On June 26th 2026, | visited the
Japan-China Friendship Judo Hall in
Qingdao, China.

The Japan-China Friendship Qingdao
Judo Hall is a dojo founded in 2007, with
funding provided by the Japanese Minis-
try for Foreign Affairs *Grassroots Proj-
ect Grant Aid’ and was spearheaded by
the Solidarity of Judo Education NPO
(dissolved 2019) Chairman YAMASHITA
Yasuhiro, along with the backing of Qing-
dao City and Qingdao City Judo Federa-
tion.
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Through JUDOs we have continued
exchange programmed, dispatching
instructors to the Qingdao judo hall
including international instructor MITSU-
MOTO Kenji, as well as hosting athletes
and coaches here in Japan.

Furthermore Mr. XU Dening chairman
of the dojo and his students share our
organization’s philosophy and are kind
enough to regularly attend our annual
meetings.

I was again warmly welcomed by a
huge crowd who gathered for my visit.
The children put on an enthusiastic show
of their judo and the dojo organized a
social event in my honor.

It was very special to feel a sense of
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the legacy of the Japan-China friendship
while being right there in the dojo with
everyone.

This visit reaffirmed my belief that
judo possesses the power to unite people
and overcome any differences we have, be
they nationality, language, culture or reli-
gion.

As the world continues to evolve in
complex ways | am aware of the power
judo possesses and | believe it is becom-
ing ever more prevalent in this role.

Moving forward JUDOs will continue
to promote the appeal and value of judo
working together, hand in hand with
others on grassroots projects.

I would kindly ask you all to please
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continue to offer your dedication and understand-
ing to our cause.

The Aichi - Nagoya Asian games are being held
from September 19th until October 4th.

The Japanese team will be competing, and | will
be attending as Chef de Mission. | hope you will
follow the Games closely and cheer along both the
national team and the event itself.
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